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$~37 
* IN  THE  HIGH  COURT  OF  DELHI  AT  NEW  DELHI 
# CNR No. DLHC010371982026 
+  CS(COMM) 876/2026  
 MHG IP HOLDING SINGAPORE PTE LTD & ORS. .....Plaintiffs 

Through: Mr. Chander M. Lall, Sr. Advocate 
with Mr. Amit Parigrahi, Mr. Sahil 
Arora, Mr. Akash Choudhary and Ms. 
Ishikaa Seth, Advocates.  

    versus 
 ANANTARA SPA & ANR.          .....Defendants 
    Through: 
 CORAM: 
 HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE A. J. BHAMBHANI 
    O R D E R 
%    13.08.2026 

I.A. 21773/2026 (exemption from filing lengthy synopsis and list of 

dates) 

 By way of the present application, the plaintiffs seek exemption 

from filing lengthy synopsis and list of dates and events. 

2. For the reasons stated in the application, which is duly supported by 

affidavit, the application is allowed.  

3. The synopsis and list of dates and events filed by the plaintiffs are 

taken on record.  

4. The application stands disposed-of.   

I.A. 21770/2026 (additional documents) 

5. By way of the present application filed under Order XI Rule 1(4)  (as 

amended by the Commercial Courts Act, 2015) read with section 151 

of the Code of Civil Procedure 1908 (‘CPC’), the plaintiffs seek leave 

to file additional documents. 
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6. For the reasons stated in the application, which is duly supported by 

affidavit, the application is allowed.  

7. Let the additional documents be filed within 30 days.  

8. The relevance and admissibility of the documents so filed will be 

considered subsequently.  

9. The application stands disposed-of.  

I.A. 21771/2026 (exemption from pre-institution mediation) 

10. By way of the present application filed under section 12A of 

Commercial Courts Act, 2015 read with section 151 of the CPC, the 

plaintiffs seek exemption from attempting pre-litigation mediation. 

11. Having regard to the facts and circumstances of the present case, and 

in light of the judgment of the Supreme Court in Yamini Manohar vs. 

T.K.D. Keerthi1 and of a Division Bench of this court in Chandra 

Kishore Chaurasia vs. R A Perfumery Works (P) Ltd.2, the plaintiff 

is exempted from attempting pre-litigation mediation. 

12. The application stands disposed-of. 

I.A. 21772/2026 (exemption from advance service upon defendants.) 

13. By way of the present application filed under section 151 of the CPC, 

the plaintiffs seek exemption from effecting advance service upon the 

defendants. 

14. Having regard to the facts and circumstances of the case, the plaintiff 

is exempted from effecting advance service upon the defendants. 

15. Application stands disposed-of. 

 
1 (2024) 5 SCC 815 
2 2022 SCC OnLine Del 3529 
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16. Let the plaint be registered as a suit. 

17. Issue summons in the suit. 

18. Upon the plaintiffs taking requisite steps, let summons be sent to the 

defendants by all permissible modes, returnable for the next date 

before the learned Joint Registrar. 

19. Let the summons indicate that the defendants are required to file 

written statements to the plaint within 30 days from the date of receipt 

of summons, alongwith affidavits of admission/denial of the 

documents filed by the plaintiffs. The plaintiffs may file replication(s) 

to the written statements within 30 days thereafter, alongwith 

affidavits of admission/denial of the documents filed by defendants.  

20. List before the learned Joint Registrar for completion of pleadings, for 

admission/denial of documents and marking of exhibits on 17th 

November 2026. 

21. List before court thereafter.  

I.A. 21769/2026 

22. By way of the present application filed under Order XXXIX Rules 1 

and 2 read with section 151 of the CPC, the plaintiffs seek the 

following interim reliefs: 
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23. The plaintiffs are stated to be part of the Minor International Public 

Company Limited group, widely known as the "Minor Hotel Group", 

an internationally renowned hospitality group engaged in the 

development, ownership, management and operation of luxury hotels, 

resorts and hospitality services across numerous jurisdictions 

worldwide. The plaintiffs have jointly instituted the present suit since, 

it is stated, that the right to seek the reliefs claimed in the suit vests in 

them collectively and arises from the same series of acts and 

transactions forming part of the defendants' alleged infringing 

activities. The plaintiffs claim to be the lawful proprietors, affiliates 

and/or authorized users of the well-known trademark ‘ANANTARA’ 

and other formative marks, which are stated to be registered, 
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protected and extensively used in several jurisdictions across the 

world, including in India, in relation to hospitality, hotel management 

and allied services. The plaintiffs’ registered trademarks have been set 

out in para 16 of the plaint. 

24. Mr. Chander Lall, learned senior counsel appearing for the plaintiffs 

submits that defendants Nos. 1 and 2 are carrying-on business under 

the name and style of  ‘ANTANTARA SPA’ and are engaged in the 

business of providing wellness services and allied hospitality services. 

Mr. Lall submits that the plaintiffs enjoy statutory and common law 

rights in the ‘ANANTARA’ family of trademarks.  

25. It is argued that the defendants are using the expression 

‘ANANTARA’ as the dominant, essential, distinctive and source-

identifying feature of the defendants’ infringing marks; and the 

addition of the descriptive and generic expression ‘SPA’ neither 

distinguishes the defendants’ marks from the plaintiffs’ well-known 

‘ANANTARA’ trademarks nor does it diminish the deceptive 

similarity created by the defendants’ adoption. It is further argued, 

that on the contrary, the suffix ‘SPA’ aggravates the likelihood of 

deception and confusion, since spa and wellness services constitute an 

integral and well-recognised component of the plaintiffs’ luxury 

hospitality business, which the plaintiffs render across numerous 

jurisdictions worldwide under the ANANTARA brand; and that the 

defendants’ adoption of the mark is neither honest nor coincidental. A 

comparative chart between the plaintiffs’ and the defendants’ 

trademarks has been set-out in para 90 of the present application.  
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26. Furthermore, it is pointed-out that in proceedings before the arbitrator 

under the .IN Domain Name Dispute Resolution Policy, the arbitrator 

has ruled that the defendants’ registration and use of the domain name 

‘https://anantaraspa.co.in’ prima-facie does not appear to be bona-fidé 

and appears to be intended to deceive the lay public and to trade on 

the plaintiffs’ reputation.  

27. In the circumstances, the arbitrator has directed the .IN Registry to 

transfer the domain ‘https://anantaraspa.co.in’ in favour of plaintiff 

No.1, which has subsequently been done.  

28. Issue notice. 

29. Upon the plaintiffs taking steps, let notice be sent to the defendants by 

all permissible modes, returnable for the next date before the learned 

Joint Registrar. 

30. Let the notice indicate that replies to the application be filed within 30 

days of service; rejoinder(s) thereto, if any, be filed within 30 days 

thereafter; with copies to the opposing counsel. 

31. Based on a preliminary appreciation of the matter, this court is of the 

view that the plaintiffs have succeeded in making-out a prima-facie 

case in their favour; that the balance of convenience also lies in 

favour of the plaintiffs and against the defendants; and it would 

appear that irreparable loss and injury would be caused to the 

plaintiffs if the interim injunction as prayed-for is not granted. 

32. Accordingly, an ex-parte ad-interim order of injunction is passed in 

favour of the plaintiffs and against the defendants in terms of prayer 

(a), (b), (c) and (d) as extracted above, till the next date of hearing. 
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33. Plaintiffs are directed to comply with the provision of Order XXXIX 

Rule 3 CPC, within 10 days. 

34. List before the learned Joint Registrar for completion of pleadings in 

this application on 17th November 2026. 

35. List before court after completion of pleadings in this application. 

 
 

A. J. BHAMBHANI, J 

AUGUST 13, 2026 
V.Rawat 
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